
 
 

Annotating texts means marking them in a way that isolates key information. It makes what you read 
your own. It takes time and intention, but that’s well-invested when those texts become resources you 

can more easily rely on when studying exams, preparing projects and writing papers. 

 For more information on the USU Academic Resource Finder, Habits of Mind 
courses  

and sign up with an Academic Success Coach, visit   

Academic Belonging and Learning Excellence • usu.edu/able 

Annotating                     
Your Texts 

What Annotating Could Look Like 

Benefits of Annotating 

 

Draw a block around dense, complicated 

passages and then, on a separate sheet 

of paper,  paraphrase them until you 

could teach them to someone else. 

• Isolate and organize material 
• Monitor your learning 
• Streamline exam prep 
• Make personal connections  

• Increase engagement in material 
• Provide a record of reading and   

responses 
• Prepare to enter in scholarly      

conversations 

Double-underline compelling passages and note how you could use them. 

Marginalia: writing in the margins 

 

Definitions of words you looked up 

Summaries in your own words 

Questions that arose 

Connections to you, other texts and the 

world 


