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Understanding Gender
AN IN-DEPTH EXPLOR ATION FOR 

EDUCATORS & PARENTS

DR. SUSAN R. MADSEN
IN A U G U R A L  K A R E N  H A IG H T  H U N T S M A N  E N D O W E D  P R O F E S S O R  O F  L E A D E R S H IP

H U N T S M A N  S C H O O L  O F  B U S IN E S S ,  U TA H  S TAT E  U N IV E R S IT Y

SEGMENT 4: INCORPORATING GENDER DIFFERENCES
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• Producing relevant, trustworthy, and applicable research
• Creating and gathering valuable resources
• Convening trainings and events that inform, inspire, and ignite

growth and change for all Utahns.

The mission of the Utah Women & 
Leadership Project is to strengthen the 
impact of Utah girls and women. 

We serve Utah and its residents by:

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Home is where one starts from.

U NDE R STA NDI NG  G E NDE R :  S E G ME NT  3

- T.S. ELIOT

1. Bullying and Violence

2. Formal Learning Environments

3. Learning and Mindset

4. Risk Factors In Home Environments

5. Substance Abuse
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Bullying & Violence1.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Bad Boys & Mean Girls
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Gender 
Characteristics
T H E  S O C I A L  " N O R M S "  

S U R R O U N D I N G  T H E  

M A S C U L I N E  A N D  F E M I N I N E

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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The Impact of 
Abuse
S O M E  R E S E A R C H E R S  H AV E  

F O U N D  A  D I R E C T  C O R R E L AT I O N

B E T W E E N  D AT I N G  V I O L E N C E  
A N D  E X P E R I E N C I N G  O R  

W I T N E S S I N G  V I O L E N C E  W I T H I N  
T H E  H O M E .

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Formal Learning Environments

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R

2.
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Providing online learning 
can be a significant

opportunity for students.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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• 1 9 9 7 :  7 %  o f  4 t h  g r a d e r s  m e t
r e a d i n g  o r  w r i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,

a n d  n o n e  m e t  m a t h  s t a n d a r d s
• 2 0 0 0 :  S e p a r a te d  t h e  c l a s s e s  b y

g e n d e r
• 2 0 0 1 :  5 1 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  m e t

s t a te  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  r e a d i n g ,

3 5 %  f o r  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  1 0 %  f o r

m a t h
• D i s c i p l i n e  i n c i d e n t s  d e c r e a s e d

• A l l  s t u d e n t s  a p p e a r e d  to  f e e l
s a f e r  a n d  m o r e  co n f i d e n t

Single-Gender Classrooms
O N E  S C H O O L' S  F I N D I N G S

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Dr. Leonard Sax

“There are few differences in what girls and boys 
can learn. But there are big differences in the best 
ways to teach them.”

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Learning & Mindsets

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R

3.
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G G E N D E R
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Girls Boys
• Outperform on 

verbal fluency 
tasks 

• Brain generally 

matures around 
the age of 10.5

• Outperform on 
spatial ability 
tasks

• Brain generally 

matures around 
the age of 14.5

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Parental Education
It influences a child's 
learning.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Every Student Succeeds Act
• Upheld critical protections for disadvantaged and high-need

students
• Requirements of high academic standards

• Provides vital information through annual statewide assessments
• Helps to support and grow local innovations—including evidence-

based and place-based interventions developed by local leaders and 

educators
• Maintains an expectation of accountability and action to effect

positive change in the lowest-performing schools

SIGNED INTO LAW BY PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA ON DECEMBER 10, 2015

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R

23

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R

Risk Factors for 
Home Environments

4. 

25

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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Substance Abuse

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R

5.
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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“From what I have learned, how can I connect 
nature and nurture to better educate each 
student in my classroom at home, school, 

university, online, and/or beyond?”

Applying What You've Learned
Discussion Question

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G G E N D E R
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Thank You!
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR, UTAH WOMEN & LEADERSHIP PROJECT

INAUGURAL KAREN HAIGHT HUNTSMAN ENDOWED PROFESSOR OF LEADERSHIP
HUNTSMAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

DR. SUSAN R. MADSEN

Check out our website: utwomen.org

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G E N D E R
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